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4 ANN BRICK ny S a7
. MARGARET C. CROSBY
5 | American Civil Liberties Union -
6 Foundation of Northern California, Inc.
_ 1663 Mission Street, Suite 460 .
7 [ San Francisco, CA 94103
o Telephoge: (415) 621-2493
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9 1256 Marke: Sweet
{ 10 San Franeisco, CA 94102
5 L Telephone: (415) 8643131
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b Attorneys fot Defendant
7 .12 |ROSEANN JUARIGUE
® *» '
‘ - 14 o '._ M
1 15 IN THE JUSTICE COURT OF SAN BENITO COUNTY JUDICIAL DISTRICT
'l 16 COUNTY OF SAN BENTTO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA
; 17 EEA
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ; Cr. No. 23611
19 [CALIFORNIA, Ry
20 )
_ | Plaintiff, . ) .
At { DECLARATION OF W, CRAIG
29 , ) BIDDLE
‘ 3 ROSEANN MERCEDES IAUR.EQUT-; T
2% - Defendant, ;
26 1. In June 1970 I was & member of the Assembly of the California Legislature

27 land was the primary author of the amendments t0 Pe_ﬁal Code Section 187 creating
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3 . the erime of fetal murder, The impetus for those amendmen'ts was the California

Supreme Court's decision in Keeler v, Superior Cout 2 Ca.'l. 3d 619 (1970) In -
x:sl:r, the Court overturned the murder conviction of 8 gy who brutally assmﬂtezi
his estranged pregnant wife in order to destroy the fetus s}:o ?vas carrying. Although
the woman survived the attack, the fotus did not. The Coun overturned Keeler's -
murder comcﬂononthegoundtha: atemisnotahumsnbangvdthinthe
meaning of the California murder statute, Penal Code Sectlon 187.

2 Shorﬂy after the Supreme Court issued its opinion in Kc:l:.x. I introduced
10 | legislation in the Assembly to amend Penal Code Sec'don 18‘7 so that Keeler's acts
11 | would be. punishable as murder, Thet Jegislation wes introdnced iz the form of &n
12 | amendment to & pending bill, AB 816. =
. - 3. During the legislative process, AB 816 was mcnded {n & gumber of
respects, These amendments included provisions 10 uempt ﬂ-om the bill's
16 application any'aborﬁon performed pursuant 0 the State 8 Therapcunc Abortion Act
! .17 | (Health and Safety Code $25950, £8.5e9.), amy abortion petfonned by a physician or

18 ! surgeon where ks s of the mother wes ot risk mg mw aﬂ ratulting {n the death of

19 |l the fetus where that act was solicited, aided, abetted, of conscnted to by the mother

' y of the fetus. As explamed whea these amendments weré ptesented. this latter
22 exception would include illegal abortions obtained by a pregnant woman. While such
23 fllegal abortions would. at the time, still pe punishable uﬂd:x s slals's consensual
24 | abortion law (Penal Cads § 275), they would not be punhhable as murder.
25 ‘ 4. 1 agreed to all of the amendments v (Le bill buause aono of them

_ 35 undcrmined the purpose of my legisiation 8s that pmose ‘was explajzed to the
Legislature: to make pupishable as murder a third pany’s wmful assauiton a
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y [ Ppregnant woman resulting in the death of her fetus, That was the sole intent of AB
2 | 816. No legislator ever suggested that this legislation, as itwas finally edopted, oonld
3 Jbe used 1o make punishable as murder conduct by 8 pregnnnt woman that resulted E;
4 thec}eathofherfem ' =
S I declare under penalty of perjury that the forezomg is true and correct and
: that this Declaration was executed in Sacramento, Califor;a on AprilZ 1992,
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